
Generation Citizen

Generation Citizen sparks civic 
engagement in disadvantaged  
communities by placing mentors  
in urban schools to guide an  
“action civics” curriculum focused  
on community issues. It now works  
with more than 6,000 students in  
Providence, Boston and New York City, and it aims to serve 20,000 students per year by 
2016. The Rita Allen Foundation is supporting Generation Citizen’s participation in the  
Bridgespan Group’s Leading for Impact strategic development program as well as its  
work to evaluate the performance of its program model in advance of expanding coverage  
to additional cities and students.  A qualitative study now available on Generation Citizen’s 
website traces the mechanisms of the program’s impact and how they can be strengthened. 
Independent evaluators conducted extensive interviews with students, teachers and  
mentors and demonstrated both the program’s success in motivating and equipping  
students and potential routes for improvement.

http://generationcitizen.org

http://generationcitizen.org/our-results

Education News Network

Education News Network represents a merger of the award-
winning education news sites Education News Colorado  
(Denver) and GothamSchools (New York). It will seek to  
provide high-quality local news coverage on education policy  
and practice, ultimately leading to better educational outcomes 
for children. With support from the Rita Allen Foundation,  
the Network will expand its coverage beyond the current two 
sites and launch a fellowship program to train accomplished 
journalists to run digital education news sites in local markets. 
Goals include boosting the availability of quality information,  
a precondition for effective citizen action, and developing new 
leaders in the field of local education news reporting with skills 
in both journalism and management. 

http://co.chalkbeat.org

http://ny.chalkbeat.org
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CIVIC LITERACY AND ENGAGEMENT

“Students do math to learn math.  
They engage in science  

experiments to learn science.  
We want them to actually engage 

in the political process to learn 
about the political process.”   

– Scott Warren,  
Executive Director, Generation Citizen

GRANT RECIPIENTS CIVIC LITERACY & ENGAGEMENT



Global Nation 
(Formerly Immigrant Lives Initiative) 
Public Radio International

Immigrant Lives, a collaboration between Public Radio International and New 
America Media, is building media coverage, civic literacy and dialogue about 
issues related to the lives of immigrants in the United States. Through in-depth 
reporting and a groundbreaking social media effort, Immigrant Lives is designed 
to elevate public discourse about the experiences, struggles and successes of the 
over 38.5 million immigrants across America. Stories produced through the col-
laboration are airing on Public Radio International’s flagship news program PRI’s 
The World® and are distributed through New America Media’s network of ethnic 
press, the largest in the nation.

http://pri.org

http://www.pri.org/verticals/global-nation

http://newamericamedia.org
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GRANT RECIPIENTS CIVIC LITERACY  & ENGAGEMENT

Voting Information Project 
Pew Center on the States

The Pew Charitable Trusts’ Voting Information Project (VIP) was designed to 
improve access to state and local election resources on and before Election 
Day and thereby decrease voter disenfranchisement. The program is conducted 
in partnership with several technology companies including Google and  
Microsoft and with state election officials and technology officers from across 
the country. It uses sophisticated data-matching techniques, online databases 
and social media to expand access to key information while providing elec-
tion officials with diverse applications and a social media dashboard that allows 
direct information exchange with voters. 

On Election Day in November 2012, VIP tools were used approximately 25 
million times, offering critical rules-of-the road information for voters about 
where and how to vote. Voters in New Jersey and New York, where many  
polling places were devastated by Hurricane Sandy, were able to use VIP tools 
to find their new polling places. In two of the nation’s largest cities—New York 
and Chicago—official election websites crashed shortly before or during voting 
hours, but local officials were able to address the problem quickly, redirecting 
voters to the Voting Information Project tools, or replacing their polling-place 
locators with the project-based Google Voter Information Tool until their  
sites were working again. With support from the Rita Allen Foundation,  
Pew developed a free social media dashboard for election officials called  
ElectionDesk. The application allows state and local election officials to  
monitor issues in real time and interact with voters via multiple social media 
platforms at once, including Twitter, Google+ and Facebook. In advance of  
the 2012 election, VIP trained over 60 election officials on how to use  
ElectionDesk and continues to work with state and local election officials  
to improve it.

https://votinginfoproject.org



GRANT RECIPIENTS COMMUNITY BUILDING

Clinical Research Experience  
for High School Students (CREHST) 
Cancer Institute of New Jersey

A new outreach program of the Cancer Institute of New Jersey, the 
Clinical Research Experience for High School Students (CREHST), will 
provide an opportunity for promising students from underrepresented 
groups to gain first-hand experience in state-of-the-art biomedical 
research. Participating students will be recruited from schools in and 
around New Brunswick, where the Cancer Institute is based, and will 
spend a year learning about cancer biology and conducting original 
research with guidance from both a faculty member and a graduate 
or postdoctoral mentor. The students will be immersed in a clinical 
and interdisciplinary research environment ideal for fostering the next 
generation of biomedical breakthroughs. The students will also present 
their findings to their classmates, further strengthening ties between 
the Cancer Institute and its neighboring communities.

Pictured above, Maria Dominguez, a rising junior at New Brunswick 
Health Sciences Technology High School and a member of the  
inaugural class of the CREHST program, works on her research project 
at the Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey. In addition to exposing 
students to the excitement of biomedical research the CREHST  
program will actively promote their careers in cancer research.

http://cinj.org
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Kiva City Newark 
Kiva Microfunds

The Rita Allen Foundation is supporting the creation of Kiva City Newark, an 
effort to forge collaborations among Newark organizations, government, small-
business owners and the microfinance community. It will also  
connect small businesses and entrepreneurs in Newark to a global  
network of lenders through Kiva.org, which enables people to lend as little as 
$25 to low-income borrowers. Newark joins Detroit, New Orleans,  
Los Angeles and Little Rock as recently created Kiva Cities. In addition to 
providing access to financing in underserved areas, Kiva City provides small 
businesses with in-depth support through training and new relationships with 
community organizations and city government. The local economy  
and job market are expected to be strengthened for the long-term as  
awareness of the local small-business community grows and available  
resources increase.

http://www.kiva.org/newark



Hurricane Sandy Relief 
Community Foundation of New Jersey 
Jersey Shore Partnership Foundation

In late October 2012, winds and floodwaters from Hurricane Sandy  
devastated communities along the Northeast coast and particularly in  
New Jersey. The Rita Allen Foundation is supporting recovery efforts aimed 
at addressing long-term needs and building more resilient communities. 

The Community Foundation of New Jersey’s New Jersey Recovery Fund,  
to which the Rita Allen Foundation is contributing, is a joint effort between 
local and national foundations, New Jersey corporations and individuals to 
provide support to New Jersey communities and nonprofit organizations 
affected by or responding to Hurricane Sandy. 

The Jersey Shore Partnership Foundation, which  
the Rita Allen Foundation is also contributing to,  
is revisiting how New Jersey undertakes beach  
nourishment projects. It is engaging local, state  
and federal agencies and working with coastal  
communities to create a vision for a Shore  
Protection Master Plan to address protection  
of coastal resources in the context of the impacts  
of Hurricane Sandy.

http://www.cfnj.org 
http://jerseyshorepartnership.com

GRANT RECIPIENTS COMMUNITY BUILDING
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Boat rescue in Little Ferry. 
Craig Ruttle/AP Photo

People in line for gas. 
John O’Boyle/The Star-Ledger



  (Audited)  2011  2010

Assets   

Cash and cash equivalent $ 9,198,034 $ 1,952,749

Investments   130,409,611  150,254,851

Due from broker, net  –  470,257

 Total Assets  $ 139,607,645 $ 152,677,857

 
Liabilities and Net Assets

Due to broker, net  $ 110,301 $ –

Unrestricted   135,802,902  148,986,265

Temporarily restricted  114,820  111,970

Permanently restricted  3,579,622  3,579,622

Total Net Assets   139,497,344  152,677,857

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 139,607,645 $ 152,677,857

 

Statement of Financial Position, Modified Cash Basis
For the years ended December 31, 2011 and 2010

2012 ANNUAL REPORT:
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Revenue and Support
Investment Income (Loss)

   Interest and dividends

   Net realized gain (loss) on investments

   Translation gain 

   Costs attributable to investments

Net Investment Income (Loss)

Change in beneficial interest in inter vivos trust

Net assets released from restrictions

Total Revenue and Support

Expenses
Grant awards 

Program and foundation operations

Federal excise tax

Total Expenses

Change in net assets before

     Appreciation in fair value of investments

Appreciation in fair value of investments

Change in Net Assets

 
Net Assets
Beginning of Year

End of Year

$  4,047,358  $  372,269  $  - $  4,419,627 

  4,095,529     497,488     -    4,593,017 

  28,630                -    -    28,630 

          (438,427)           -    -         (438,427)

 7,733,090      869,757     -       8,602,847  

  -            -   -     -   

 716,551          (716,551)   -    -   

   8,449,641      153,206    -       8,602,847 

 
 

 5,614,316                -    -     5,614,316  

   1,111,650                -    -     1,111,650 

   94,000                -    -     94,000  

   6,819,966                -      -       6,819,966  

       
 1,629,675      153,206    -       1,782,881  

 

      (14,813,038)         (150,356)    -      (14,963,394) 

      (13,183,363)   2,850     -      (13,180,513)

 
 
 
   148,986,265     111,970    3,579,622      152,677,857  

$  135,802,902        $  114,820  $ 3,579,622    $139,497,344  

Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total 
 Restricted Restricted  
 

2011
Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total 
 Restricted Restricted  

2010

Statement of Activities, Modified Cash Basis For the years ended December 31, 2011 and 2010

2012 ANNUAL REPORT:

$ 3,960,269 $ 167,475 $  - $ 4,127,744

 2,613,528    110,533    -    2,724,061

 86,122   -    -    86,122 

          (443,705)  -    -         (443,705)

  6,216,214    278,008    -      6,494,222 

            (34,899)  -      -             (34,899)

  621,180          (621,180)   -                  -   

  6,802,495          (343,172)   -      6,459,323

 
 
 

 4,857,388   -    -    4,857,388 

  1,158,256   -    -    1,158,256 

  85,000   -    -    85,000 

  6,100,644   -      -      6,100,644 

      

  701,851         (343,172)   -      358,679 

 

 9,219,349    391,891    -      9,611,240 

 9,921,200    48,719    -      9,969,919 
 
 
 
   139,065,065    63,251    3,579,622   142,707,938 

$ 148,986,265  $ 111,970       $ 3,579,622 $ 152,677,857 


