
Making the Case for Science in Civic Life
As we accelerate into a future of virtual reality, climate change, gene editing, artificial intelligence, and powerful struggles 
over democratic values and strategies, we are encouraged by a widening recognition of the imperative of building engage-
ment with science beyond the realm of scientists. This sampling of data points, observations and questions is meant to seed 
dialogue about how funders can deepen our impact together in support of science, democracy and their many intersec-
tions, linked together by a commitment to meaningful engagement on all sides.

—Elizabeth Christopherson, President and Chief Executive Officer, Rita Allen Foundation

STEM education—what happens after school? What 
inspires confidence in scientific evidence? 

<5%
amount of the average American’s lifetime spent 
in a classroom
Falk and Dierking

67% 
of U.S. adults now get news from social media
Pew Research Center

How do funders of science engagement navigate differences 
in belief and identity?

The majority of Americans see benefits in science. 
How can we ensure that value continues?

79% 
of U.S. adults say science has made life for 
most people easier
Pew Research Center

“Science Is Hope”
a highly effective message about science across demographic groups
ScienceCounts

Science relies on public support. How can private funders most effectively leverage their 
resources to foster a vibrant scientific environment? 

Source: Foundation Center, 2016

Foundation Funding for Science by Support Strategy, 2011-2013

2.5%
Policy, Advocacy, and Systems Reform
$101,746,623 / 242 Grants

0.2%
Policy + Public Engagement
Overlap
$7,095,613 / 33 Grants

5.5%
Public Engagement and Media
$220,678,151 / 770 Grants

91.8%
Other Strategies
$3,670,462,846 / 13,646 Grants

Total Giving
$3,999,983,233
14,691 Grants

3 in 4
Americans believe 
government’s role in funding 
science is replaceable by 
private support
ScienceCounts benchmark study, 2016



What are funders currently doing to advance science in civic life? What are new horizons? How can 
we help each other? How can we collaborate? 

Foundation Approaches to Advancing Science Engagement and Evidence-Based Policy
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Select Resources to Inform and Provoke

Communicating Science Effectively: A Research Agenda
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, 2016 

The Public Face of Science
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, ongoing

The Oxford Handbook of the Science of Science Communication 
Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Dan Kahan and Dietram A. Scheufele, Editors, 2017

Science & Civics: A Guide for Collaborative Action
Aspen Institute Citizenship and American Identity Program, 2016

The 95 Percent Solution: School Is Not Where Most Americans Learn Most of Their Science
John H. Falk and Lynn D. Dierking, American Scientist, 2010

The Evolving Culture of Science Engagement 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Culture Kettle, 2013

Building new fields of inquiry relevant to policy formation

Conducting, commissioning, or supporting research to inform policy questions

Catalyzing and brokering dialogue between scientists, policymakers, and other key stakeholders

Coordinating and participating in efforts to advance policy

Promoting engagement to expand public understanding and acceptance of science

Assessing the impact of science engagement and policy-influencing efforts

Oxford Handbook of the Science of Science Communication

For Example...

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/23674/communicating-science-effectively-a-research-agenda
https://www.amacad.org/publicfaceofscience/pfs.html
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-science-of-science-communication-9780190497620?cc=us&lang=en&
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/2017/02/Science-and-Civics-Report.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.734.702&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://www.cultureofscienceengagement.net/

